Somatosensory evoked potentials in healthy volunteers and in patients with dementia.
In 56 healthy volunteers short, middle and long latency somatosensory evoked potentials were recorded bilaterally. The median nerve was electrically stimulated at the wrist. The impact of arm length and age on the peak latencies of the identified SEP components was investigated. Arm length relates to shoulder and neck SEP and to the N20, the primary cortical response. Age relates to all components of the SEP. A pilot study was performed in a small number of patients with senile dementia. A significant delay of the middle and long latency potentials compared to healthy volunteers was shown.